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Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome and thank you for your interest in Haughton Middle School’s inaugural year of soccer.  The HMS 
Administration and coaching staff are extremely excited about the opportunity to bring the game of soccer to our students 
and afford them the opportunity to excel in the classroom and on the field.  The current Covid protocols do not allow for a 
parent night to meet the coaching staff.  As such, we would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves and our 
coaching partners as well to address our expectations and goals for the year.  The HMS Girls’ Soccer Team will be 
coached by Lindsie Lynn and assisted by Foster Hale and Gaspi Valdez.  The HMS Boys’ Soccer Team will be coached 
by Tim Grimes and assisted by Troy Bencke.  Coach Lynn and Coach Grimes are faculty members at HMS.  Coach 
Foster, Coach Gaspi, and Coach Troy are all very involved in the local youth soccer programs.  All of us are very excited 
to train with your athletes and grow them as players. 
 
Being strong and dedicated in the classroom is as important to us as being strong and dedicated on the soccer field.  It is 
our goal to not only coach your child on the field but to also ensure they are maintaining the same discipline while in their 
learning environments.  Having said this, it is important that our athletes remember they are students first and will need to 
meet and maintain academic standards to be eligible to play.  These academic expectations will be outlined in detail on the 
student contract that is required should they make the team. 
 
The path to making the team is as follows: 

1. All students interested in participating MUST turn in an athletic waiver signed by a parent or guardian prior to 
attending any soccer activities.  This includes practices, tryouts, games, etc.  The forms must be turned in to 
Coach Linn or Coach Grimes.    

2. Conditioning practices will be conducted throughout the month of October.  While these practices will not be 
mandatory prior to official tryouts, they will provide the coaches and your student an opportunity to get to know 
one another prior to selecting the final team. 

3. Tryouts will be conducted the final week of October.  At the conclusion of tryouts an initial team roster will be 
announced. 

4. Saturday, November 13, a Jamboree will be held in Webster Parish.  After this, a final roster will be created with 
the school team and a portion of the initial roster will be assigned to a practice/reserve squad.  Once the roster has 
been set, practices will be conducted a minimum of twice a week, with boys tentatively scheduled for Mondays 
and Wednesdays and girls schedule for Tuesdays and Thursdays.  All practices will begin at 3:00 and conclude at 
4:30. Students will need a ride home no later than 4:45 pm. 

 
Lastly, we are currently working on way to start the program at no-cost to our student athletes. In order to make this a 
reality, it will be necessary for our team to conduct various fundraisers throughout the year.  Team members will be 
expected to help with the fundraisers and will need to dedicate the time required for these additional activities.  We must 
all work collaboratively to ensure a successful season for our athletes and soccer program.   
 
Here is to a great year and growing an amazing program! 
 
Coach Lyndsie Linn and Coach Tim Grimes 


